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EEE ILEETESS Mat: 
SPEMLPLPE-DEBPEOPE CEE 


To the vertuous and Honourable 


Lady, the Lady Margaret Courtnay of 
Ford , Grace and Peace. 


Honourable Lady, | 
x 7; rude and unpolliſhed 
3-41 F-5 piece - humbly begs your pa- 
es rmage, which if it may 
obtaine, it hath an unſpotted one, and 
therefore the more earneſtly craves it : 
{t concernes you moſt, and may haply | 

pleaſe you beſt, becauſe it ſets anth to 
| the world the life and latter end of your 

dear friend and acquaintance, whoſe 

continual prathiſe was an imitation of 

that patterne of Piety and ( harity,that 

Honourable Matron , your renowned 

Grandmother, in whoſe ſteps you alſo 

walke : It comes from a ſoule devoted 


A 2 to 


The Epiſtle, 8c. 
to your ſervice, who defires no longer to 
live then to be yours , 1t ſets forth both 
my lamentation and my lofie ;, if there- 

fore it be any way extravagant, tus the 
more pardonable : Accept it for hu 

Jake, who ts a conſtant Petitioner to the Þ 
throne of Grace, for your ſelfe, your 0- 
pol ani and your lovely off. ſpring. | 
And may the peace of (onſcience, and | 
a never-failing hope of plory,guard and | 
attend you all at your laſt gaſpe : T bus | 
prayeth | 


$M @&. 
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Madam, 
Your moſt humble 


and hearty ſervant, 


Jon: VV axs. 


(1) 


SENILE RSELRENEREEERE: 


E z s «. 24. part of the16. ver. 
Son of man, Behold 1 take away from-. 
thee the defire of thine eyes with 4. 


ſtroake-. 


d2 Orrow obſerves no method, and Griefe 
> admitsno flaſhes of Rhetorique: Iam 
= divided in my (elf, and therefore you 
= may not expe a ſctled Diſcourſe. 
| This dayes aQings had been more fir 
for another then my ſelfe , for one that had not ſo . 
great a ſharein the loſſe as I my ſelfe have z but Sic 
Fats voluit , hither Providence hath brought me, 
$ andbids me ſtruggle with Sexeca's Ingentes upent. 
* Left therefore I ſhould be offenſive to the Divine 
' Providence, injurious to the dead, and negleRive of 
mine owne duty, I ſtand before you all this day, be- 
| ſeeching youro heare with filence,what I relate with 
ſorrow z a Thunder-bolt ſhot from Heaven , th'Al- 
mighties Arrow in the heart of a good woman: Or 
(if you will) the Lords doome on the Prophets dart- 
ing EXekiel's wifc,Son of man, behold I take,&c. 
Heavy tidings to his beloved Prophet ; ſad newes 
of robbing him of ſuch a jewell ; as good as if he had 
ſaid, Ile take thy heart from thee, yea and that which 
makes it worſe, thou ſhalt have no long time to con- 
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(2) | 
ſider of it, Ile doe it this day , At evening my wife_ 
dyed, in'the 18.ver. And that which is worſt of all, 
it ſhall be with a blow from mine own hand,a ſtroak 
of my.own laying on. Lord thou mightſt haye done 
this by degrees, and that gently too, but who is able 
to abide thy ſudden ftroake.? Thus God deals with 
ſome choice ſervants of his, when he intends to 
make them ſigns of deſtruction, to the rebellious ma- 
ny- headed multitude. 

The words are Gods meſſa2e to his own Prophet, I 
ſad tidings of illnewes, very ſhort, but full of ter- | 
ror, ſtriking amazement and aſtoniſhment into the 
hearer ; that God ſhould not be angry,& yet ſhould | 
ſtrike. Is this the rewarc of the Prophets obedience* 
Will God thus recompence his ſervants by taking I 
away from them © And will nothing ſerve his turne 
but EJekzel's heart * his beloved wife © the defire of F 
his eyes 2 and muſt this be done ſuddenly too 2 and 
that with violeace 2 what with a ſtroake * And de- 
ſides all this, muſt the ſon of man in all this diſtreſle 
ſhew himſelfe more then man 2 not cry 2 nor weep ? 
nor ſhedateare 2 Thus the Almighty deales with 
his ſcleRed ſervants , thoſe whom he ordaines for 


great matters , thoſe he ſeaſoneth with ſtrong en- 
counters. 


The ſtory containes in it theſe two things : 
t. What God wonld doc, ſc. take away Ezckiel's 
. * wifefrombim. 
2. Whatthe Prophet muſt doe, ſc, not weep, nor 
cy, both very ſhort, -; 
: | In 


(3) 
In the firſt we have theſe two parts: _ 
1. The compellation or title that God gives him, 
ſc. Sou of may, 
2. The fad relation that God makes to him in the 
next words of the Text, '* I take from thee 
the deſire of thine eyes with a ſtroke. 


| Whetein we may take notice, 
{ 1. Whodoth this, 'tis / ate. 
/ 2. From whomthis is taken, 'tis from thee, 
| 3. The thing taken away, 'tis the deſire of thixe 
eyes, | 
4. The manner how, 'tis with 4 Froake, 


Firſt, of the compellation, and title given to the 
| Prophet, Sonne of may : a title very uſuall in this 
| Prophefic. As often as he is ſummoned to a Viſion, 
| ſooftenis he called by this name: and this is given 
# him fortheſereſpes. | 
* 1. Forhisexcelleticy. The Sox of may is the glo- 
| ryof his Maker, his Creators image, a little world g 
the Modell of the Creatures, th' Almightie's Cabi- 
net, in which he layes up his chiefeſt Treaſures, in 
whoſe creation he may behold his Creators love 
and wiſdome. The ſos of man is not onely his work- 
matt{hip, but alſo his ſervant, his friend, his brother, 
his fonne, his heire. The Sonne of God makes it 
his beloved title, to call himſclfe the Sonne of man,in 
the 19. of S. Luke, and the 10, ver. The Son of man 
is one to whom God gives his word, to whom he 
feveales his will, to whom he makes knowne his ſe- 

A 4 Crets, 


(4) 

crets, to whom he hath given many gracious, pre- 
cious promiſes ; with whom he hath made a fo. 
lemne league and covenant to heare his prayers, to 
grant his requeſts, to help him at all nceds, ro be 
with him art all ſeaſons, to honour him with his 

reſence,to enrich him with his graces,and to crown 
Fim with his mercies; Lord what is man that they 
doſt thus magnifie him, and the ſon of man, that thoy 
doſt ſo ſet thine heart upon him ? 

Secondly, To ſhew his humilicy : Though the 
Almighty have thus honoured him, yet he would 
not have him to be proud , the Almighties good-- 
neſſe ought to make him humble, quid habes quod 
en accepiſti ? be not lifted up with vaine conceits, 
all that thou haſt, thou haſt received: Beſides, what 
is man in his greateſt pomp ? but one puffe of breath 
betwixt him and earth ; Earth is his originall, Earth 
is his nouriſhment, Earth is his houſe, and Earth is 
his home ; and ſhall earth and duſt exalt himſelfe 2 
The conſideration of the many bounties and fa- 
vours of God beſtowed upon the holy Patriarch 
Tacob, made him low and humble in his owne ſight, 
inthe 32. of Geneſis, andthe 10. ver. Lord I am 
leſie then the leaZt of all thy mercies which thin haſt 
ſhewed to thy ſervant. Boe 

Behold, thou haſt to doe with God, before whom 
all things are open and naked, and thou art at his 
diſpoſall , remember thy ſelfe, thou art man, and 
= Son of man, walke thereforc humbly before 

im, 


Thirdly, this attribute chalengeth obedience from 
the 


(s) 
the Prophet : Shall not man heare when God 
ſpeakes? and when God commands, ſhall not the 
Son of man obey? 'Tis the uſe that the Prophet 
made of Gods call, though much againſt the haire, 
yet he ſtrugled with all difficulties; and the Text 
faith inthe 18. verſe, 1 did as I was commanded. 
Obedience is the end of our Creation, and of 
our Redemption too : If a Servant be refractory to 
his Maſter, and a Son be ſtubborne to his Father, 
ris fit the one be turned out of-doors, and that the 
other be difinherited. If God by his calls cannot 
get our ſubmiſſion, hec'l call the dumbe inſenfible 
creatures to witneſle againſt us, as appears by that 


complaint of his, in the firſt of Eſay and the 20. ver. 


Heare O Heavens, and give eare O Earth, for the 
Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up 
children , and they bave rebelled againſt me : The 
Sonne of man muſt hearken to his Maſters 


© VOYCeE. 


Fourthly, this ticle is a leſſon of mortality z The 
Sonne of man is no better then his Fathers, ſubject 


| totheſtroake of death: By the ſame way that they 


have gone, muſt he follow, Man is like a thing of 
nought, his time paſſeth away like a ſhadow, when 
the Almighty blowerh upon him he is conſumed, 
dryed up ahd withered : And for this reaſon eſpe- 
cially, in this place,is this title given him. As if he 
he ſhould thus ſay to the Prophet , I rake away thy 
wife from thee now, thou Sonne of man muſt come 
after, I will have atime for thee too, 'tis thy wives 
turne now, thou canſt not ſtay long behinde z look 

upon 


(6) 

upon her carcaſe that ſpeakes ſo much, hodie 1mihj, 
cres tibi, eas the argument that God ufed to com- 
fort his Church withall in the time of perſecution, 
inthe 51. of Eſay and the 12.ver. Who ayt how, that 
thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man that ſhall dye, and of 
the Son of mas that ſhall be made as grafie ? As of- 
ren then as thou lookeſt upon thy pedigtee, ſo olten 
meditate on thy mortality. TH 

And this leſſon of mortality leads me on to the 
ſad ſtory, the Almighties blow, and therein firſt 
who dorh it, 'tis 1 take away : A voicear once both 
of Judgement and Mercy,ot Severity and Love; the 
Propher muſt ſubmit, for he'is not able to withſtand 
when this [1] comes to take, he will have his er- 
rands end, and who ſhall ſay unto him, why haſt thou 
done thus ? Friends may ftand as mourners, but can 
afford no help : The deareſt arid neareſt then may 
o2ze, and lament, and pray, but cannot keep off 
the powerfull hand from taking away : The Phy- 
fitian himfelfe muſt then give over all his care and 


Skill, and ſtand onely as a ſpeRatour, looking as Þ 


oft a Comet that is blazing and going out: Thy 


doome (O Prophet) concerning thy wife is it- 


revocable; when he fayes, 7 will take, away ſhe 
goes. 

And yerthere is comfort in this 7 too; Tis no 
other but the Prophets Maſter, and his wives Re- 
deemer, and therefore cannor doubt , bur that he 
wilt deale gently with her: He that carryed het it 
his hand of providence, rhat made Proviſion fo 
her, that Marryed herto his owne Prophet, that or 

| riche 
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(7) 
riched her Soule with the graces of his Spirit, that 
made her an habitation for himſelfe, thinke you 
that he will not joyfully entertaine her, now he takes 
her to himſelfe 2 

Here's a difference then, and that a vaſt one, be- 
tweene the departure of the Saints and wicked men: 
when God ſpeakes to good Teſtes, 'tis I have heard 
thy prayer, thou ſhalt be gathered to thy Fathers in 

peace ; and as Eſay ſayes, they ſhall enter into peace, 
they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in his 
prightneſſe,bur at the death of wicked men,then the 
dialeQ isaltered , tis not I will take, but they ſha# 
tug, a violent taking away, as it is inthe 12. of Luke 
and the 20. verſe, tis not (as is tranſlated;) thy 
ſowle ſhall be required, but they ſhall fetch away thy 
Soule from thee. 

Here's a leſſon of contentment too in this 7: O my 
Prophet doe not murmur or repine at what is done, 
for I have done it,and wilt thou thinke amiſle of thar 
which I have done ? 

| *Twas Davids leſion that he had learned, 7 was 
| ſilent becauſe twas thy doing : with ſuch calmeneſle 
"| and mildneſſe of Spirit did good old Ely carry him- 
ſelfe, in the 1 of Samwel, the 3. Chapter and the 18, 
verſe, when he heard the thundering voice of God,a 
judgement threatned againſt him and his houſe,that 
whoever did heare thereof, it ſhould make his cares 
to tingle ; what's his comportmeat in this caſe £ 7t 
# the Lord, let him doe what ſeemes good in hu eyes. 
The next thing in the text conſidered, is, from 
whom this is taken away, ſcil. from thee. © 
n 


(8) 
" And whois it 2 The Lords owne Prophet, one 
carefull of his maſters bufinefle, faithfull in dif. 
charge of his a ready to doe his will, obedi. 
ent to his commands, excelling the reſt as in emi. 
nency of place ſo in goodnefle too, and yer fron 
him this [well is taken avay : So that Gods dear- 
eſt Saints are not exempred from the heavieſt aff 
Rions ; God deales with them as men doe with 
Wheat, which is cut wich the Sickle, bound in the 
Sheafe, threſhed with the Flaile, winnowed with the 
Fanne, ground in the Mill, and baked in the Oven, 
before it be fit for the Maſters uſe ; The Goldſmith 
keeps that metall longeſt in the Fire, that he means 
moſt to refine, and thoſe on whom the great God 
ſets his heart to dothem good everlaſtingly,he puri- 
fieth in the fire of afflition, that he may make them 
fit for his Kingdome. The Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
ſhewes their condition herein the 11.to the Heb.and I 
the 36, 37. verſes. They bave tryalls of cruell mock- 
ings, and ſcourgings, of bonds and impriſonments. Þ 
They are ſtoned, they are ſawn aſunder, they are tempt- | 
ed, they are ſlaine with the ſword, they wander about || 
in Sheep skins, and Goat skins, being deſtitute, af- || 
flifted, and tormented. 
Thenext thing obſervable is, the Jewell taken 
away, ſcil. the dehre of thine eyes. | 
Theeye is pleaſed with beauty, but the defire is 
enflamed with goodnefſe, both here are joyned in 
one, and both make a compleat wife, both toge- 
ther rejoyce the eycand the heart too:Could theAl- 
mighty pick out no other family among all the peo- 


plc 
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(9) 
ple but the Prophets ? and in his could none ſerve 
the turne for a figne, but the defire of his eyes 2 He 


— 
> 


: had before ſcene the invaſion. of the land by the 
: © Encmy, the deſolation and ruine of his.Countrey, 
» | the Captivity of his people,the ſpoyle of the SanQu- 
. | ary, the decay of Gods worſhip, the ruine of the 
: I King and his poſterity, the alteration of the Go- 
1; F vernment. Sad events, and ſuch as ſtuck cloſe to 


him; but now the Almighty gives him a home 
blow, and when he thinkes no ill tydings can move 
him, he ſtrikes him to the very hearr,by taking away 
1 | the deſire of his eyes. 


n Here two things at once offer themſelves to 
d our view, | : 
j Firſt, for the wife, that her demeanour and carri- 


1 | agebe ſuch, as that ſhe deſerve this title by her chaſt 
; | converſation, coupled with Love and Duty, that 
1 8 fo ſhe may bethe defire of the eye, and not the grief 
. # ofthe heart. | 

, © Theſecondis, for the husband, that having ſuch 
| 2 Jewell, he make her ſo, and in affeRtion of his 
: | hcart toefteeme her of more valew thenthe greateſt 
" | treaſures; butthis is more fit for a wedding, then 
for a funerall. 

Bur why is this Jewell taken away 2 Ic may be 
the Prophet looked more on the Clay, then on the 
Porter, he loved her more then God, if fo, then 
high time to croſle his defires. 

So that the beſt Saints have their neves as well as 
other men, and Gods deare children have their ex- 
ravagancies in their affcQions. . 

ut 


| 
| 
| 
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But the 25. verſe of this Chapter will tell you th; 
proper cauſe why this Jewell is raken away, where 
God ſhewes what ſhall follow preſently afcer, 

And this brings me home to this Saint, my Ho. 
nourable and deareſt Lady, the memory of who: 
goodnelſle ſhall be unto me while I live, as freſh as ; 
Roſe in [ane. 

She was one that counted it her chiefeſt honouy; 
to be Chriſts Servant, one hating Schiſme, loathing 
FaQtion, and abhorring diviſion, a true daughter of 
the Prince of Peace : For beſides her workes an 
labour of love which ſhe hath ſhewed in miniftring 
co the poore Saints, in time of their diſtreſle,beſide 
her kindneſle and loyalty to her Lord and Husband 
befides her render heart, and unwearied care for th: 
lovely Olive Brefchbes about her table, beſides het 
courtefics to her Enemics, and her kindnefle to all, 
In all the long experience that I have had in this 
world , never did I know ſo noble, fo heroick, 
fo vertnous, fogreat a foule, in fo little, httle body : 
In hcr life full of Spirit, full of Magnanimity, full of 
Picry,fult of Charny, full of Patience,full of Humi- 
liry, full of Vertue, full of Bounty, and in her fick- 
neſſe full of Faith, full of Devotion, full of Confi- 
dence, and full of Comfort; and how could it other- 
wiſe be * for ſhe was well aflured that the holy, 
bleffed,and glorious Trinity was ar one with her; ſhe 
knew that the Father had forgiven her, thar the Sor 
had'looked fimiliagly apon her, thar the holy Ghoſ 
had adorned her: That the -Father was ready ti 
welcome her, the Son roembrace her, and the ho) 
Gheſt to crown her, He" 


(11) 

Her fickneſſe was in the manner and'nature of a 
ſtroake, the Lord made a ſhort worke to Eekiels 
gricfe, who had the happineſſe to ſee her only a day, 
or two, or three, and that was all: Thys with fixed 


eyes, lifted-np hands, and moving lips, departed 


this Saint praying, and reſigned her ſoule into the 
hands of her Redeemer: where ſhe is entertained 
and welcomed with Halelujahs, and with Songs, to 
which no burden nor no end belongs. 

Farewell deare Lady, adiew bleſſed Saint, till we 
meet in Heaven : Thine be the joy, though the loſle 
be ours. 


